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SECRET BEIRUT 4747 

EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS MILI PBOR US IS LE 

SUBJ: SOUTH LEBANON: ISRAELI COMMUNIQUE 

1 . DURING CALL ON FONMIN BOUTROS THIS MORNING, HE SHOWED 
ME, MORE IN SADNESS THAN IN ANGER, AFP TEXT OF ISRAELI OFFICIAL 
COMMUNIQUE ANNOUNCING CEASE-FIRE. COMMUNIQUE GOES CONSIDERABLY 
BEYOND ONE-LINER WE HAD AGREED ON AND TALKS ABOUT 
PALESTINIAN PRESENCE NEAR ISRAELI BORDER, PROTECTION OF 
CHRISTIAN VILLAGES ETC. BOUTROS SAID HE DOES NOT WANT 

TO GET INTO POLEMIC WITH ISRAEL AND IS NOT GOING TO ISSUE 
STATEMENT OF HIS OWN AT THIS POINT. IF CEASE-FIRE HOLDS 
THROUGH DAY GOL WILL PROBABLY MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT OVER 
RADIO AND TV THIS EVENING THAT CEASE-FIRE HAS BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED AND QUIET IS RETURNING TO REGION. 

2. COMMENT. WE ARE FORTUNATE IN HAVING AN EVEN-TEMPERED 
FOREIGN MINISTER. 

PARKER 


SECRET 
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